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FRONT COVER: N468 on No.8246 up Geelong, passes through the industrial landscape 
of Corio at 13 36 on Sat.3.4.93 Roger Gillard 


OPPOSITE: X35 on No.9141 down Mildura goods about to pass into Bunbury Street 
tunnel after crossing the Maribrynong River. Thurs.2.12.93 Start Turnbull 


BACK COVER: This unusual photo taken at Broadmeadows on Sun.14.3.71 by Des Jowett 
shows how a little bit of pre-planning can produce a stunning railway photograph. We'll 
let Des tell the story ... ‘In 1971, | was stationed at Sandringham and every tenth Sunday, 
ran the first up train, a two car Tait (M-D) through to Broadmeadows where we shunted 
to allow the combined Albury/Goulburn Valley pass., on this day hauled by T345-X42, to 
pass. I positioned my D car cab opposite the west-end of a train stabled on another siding, 
from which I took the photo on that train’s rear vision mirror with my own cab in the 
background. I then contacted the pilot of the airliner...’ 
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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


FEBRUARY 
fixie ci) 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1884: Victorian Rail Department placed 
under management of three commissioners 
(110) 

3rd, 1929: Re-opening and electrification of 
Darling - East Malvern line (65) 

oe Ae Closure of Koo-wee-rup - Bayles line 

35 

5th, 1879: Opening of Murtoa - Horsham line 
(115 

5th, 1964: Closure of Kerang - Stony Crossing 
line (30) 

7th, 1969: Collision between Southern Aurora and 
northbound goods at Violet Town (25) 

8th, 1859: Princes Bridge - Richmond private 
line opened (135) 

10th, 1859: Melbourne - Sunbury government 
line opened (135) 

ae nae Opening of Mitiamo - Pyramid line 

110 

13th, 1974: Last operating wig-wag crossing 

warning signal abolished on the Daylesford 


line (20) 

14th, 1949: Closure of Alberton - Port Albert 
line (45) 

Aa ae Closure of Ben Nevis - Navarre line 
40 


28th, 1959: Closure of St Kilda - Elwood 
tramway (35) 
1859: First VR goods engines (0-6-0), later 
known as V class, into service (135) 
1929: First X class loco (2-8-2) Mikado loco built 
at Newport Workshops (65) 
DIARY 
Thurs. 24th: Monthly Meeting, Glasshouse 
Theatre, RMIT 
MARCH 
[es] 
ANNIVERSARIES 
6th, 1894: Opening of Beulah - Hopetoun line 
(100) 
13th, 1959: First M class 150 hp diesel-hydraulic 
shunting loco (0-6-0) built at Newport 
Workshops (35) 
14th, 1899: First narrow gauge line (2’ 6”) 
opened, Wangaratta - Whitfield (95) 
14th, 1969: Opening of line extension, Appleton 
Dock - new container wharves (25) 
21st, 1969: First of 70 FQX, 63 ft sg flat wagons 
in service (25) 
a re Closure of Stawell - Grampians line 
45 
31st, 1954: Parliamentary Public Works 
Committee recommended construction of the 
underground city railway (40) 
1974: Horsham announced as first of 32 freight 
centres (20) 
1979: Withdrawal of K162, last steam loco in VR 
service (15) 
DIARY 
Thurs. 24th: Monthly Meeting, Glasshouse 
Theatre, RMIT 
APRIL 
GREE] 
ANNIVERSARIES 
Ist, 1944: Closure Platina - Walhalla line (50) 
2nd, 1879: Sale - Melbourne line completed (115) 
DIARY 
Thurs. 24th: Monthly Meeting, Glasshouse 
Theatre, RMIT 
frisutset) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 
Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 
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RAIL CHAOS? 


A sharp increase in rail-freight services 
could delay emergency vehicles at 
western-suburbs crossings, according 
to the Western Region Commission 
(WRC). 

WRC executive director, Mr F Mad- 
dern, said some crossings in Werribee 
might be closed for about 25 minutes 
every hour because of freight, pas- 
senger and country services blocking 
traffic. 

‘The commission is clearly con- 
cerned that the number of trains and 
size of them is going to mean enor- 
mous delays and have a profound 
effect on the movement of emergency 
vehicles and the community,’ he said. 


Mr Maddern said that between eight 
and 12 trains could leave the Mel- 
bourne Freight Terminal from mid- 
afternoon to early evening every day. 
He said he would contact the Federal 
Minister for Transport and Communi- 
cations about the Commission’s con- 
cerns. 


Werribee council engineer, Mr J 
Nicol, said the solution would be to 
provide underpasses or overpasses at 
least two Werribee crossings. 


The National Rail Corporation re- 
sponded by saying such constructions 
would be difficult and expensive. 


NOT POPULAR 


The president of the Wodonga Save the 
Trains Group, Mr W Traill, said the 
public has strongly objected to the sub- 
stitution of buses for trains on the 
Albury - Melbourne route. 


Mr Traill said there was a negative 
public attitude towards the introduc- 
tion of bus-rail services between 
Albury - Melbourne. According to a 
survey, patronage on the services since 
their introduction in August has 
dropped dramatically. 


The survey showed patronage on 
the late afternoon train to Melbourne 
had dropped by 44% compared with 
levels last February. The new service 
has added an hour to travel time and 
the inconvenience of the changeover at 
Seymour and the fears of an increasing 
number of people about bus safety 
have made it a recipe for a very poor 
service model. 


‘We have an overnight train be- 
tween Sydney and Melbourne, but 
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most people want a daytime service,’ 
Mr Traill said. 

‘Where else in the world would you 
see no daytime service between two 
cities which have a combined popu- 
lation of seven million people?’ 

Mr Traill said that on a recent Thurs- 
day, 400 people used the midday train 
to Melbourne, more than five times the 
support of the late afternoon buses. 


CHILD SAFETY 


One hundred thousand Victorian 
school children a year are expected to 
be involved in the PTC’s new safety 
education programme. PTC ‘frontline’ 
staff, from tram conductors to station 
assistants, are being trained as safety 
education officers and will do the work 
in their own time. 

The education officers plan to visit 
about 200 schools around the state 
each year and will be available to talk 
to community groups. 

The officers would complement a 
VicRoads road safety programme in 
schools, which would have a public 
transport component next year. 


CRIME PREVENTION 


A report on public transport safety has 
called for more police on trains, with 
new search powers, monitored closed- 
circuit cameras at railway stations and 
tougher penalties for vandals. 

The report also said that parents 
should be financially liable for the cost 
of damage by their children to trans- 
port property and that possession on 
trains of equipment used in graffiti 
should be outlawed. 

During 1992-93, 4072 crimes were 
reported, down 17% on the previous 
year. This level of crime was consi- 
dered ‘minimal’, given that 300 million 
passenger journeys were made. 

This year, assault and robbery is 
most likely to occur around railway car 
parks and walkways to stations. Last 
year, these crimes were more frequent 
on station platforms. 

Flinders Street recorded the most 
crime, with 256 offences reported, fol- 
lowed by Spencer Street station with 
117, Frankston 82, Dandenong 71, 
Cheltenham 66, Ringwood 59, Wat- 
sonia and Newport 48, Essendon 46, 
Werribee 43, Richmond 42 and Glen- 
roy and Albion 41. 

Vandalism damaged 65 trains a week 
and fresh graffiti was removed from 
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$313 powers through Kensington with the 17 50 down Albury pass. Sat.20.11.93 Ian Green 


about 1000 carriages per week. Graffiti 
and vandalism cost the PTC $11.2 
million in 1992-93. 


The committee said too few police 
are on patrol on public transport. ‘The 
overall performance of the Victoria 
Police in providing a safe public trans- 
port system must be questioned when 
a strong public perception that the 
system is unsafe, especially at night, 
exists.’ the report said. 


The police transit district’s auth- 
orised strength of 233 was not being 
maintained and the committee said 
steps must be taken to ensure that it is. 
The report said that the actual strength 
on 1 November was 175, of whom only 
132 were uniform patrol police. 


‘In the 1992-93 fiscal year, police 
travelled 355 000 km in vehicle patrols 
that had little effect on passenger 
safety,’ it said. 


Courts rarely award costs to the PTC 
when graffiti vandals are convicted. It 
was recommended that the Transport 
Act should be amended to make resti- 
tution mandatory for the repair or 
replacement of damaged property. 
Because fines were usually not paid by 
young offenders, enforced ‘clean-up’ 
orders for graffiti offenders should be 
introduced as a deterrent. Parents of 
young offenders should also be finan- 
cially liable for their child’s actions. 


FARE INCREASES 


Outer-suburban rail commuters face 
price rises of up to 8% under a new 
fare schedule released on 3 December. 


The result is an average fare rise of 
4.5% and estimated additional revenue 
will be $9 million in 1994. 

The price of the two-hour ticket 
— which makes up 60% of the Met’s 
ticket sales — will be frozen for at least a 
year. The fare freeze also covers V/Line 
tickets for trips longer than 80 kilo- 
metres, which make up half of the 
tickets V/Line sells. 

Commuters in outer suburbs will 
bear the brunt of the increases as the 
corporation attempts to iron out 
anomalies in ticket pricing that have 
led to travellers closer to Melbourne 
paying less per kilometre than their 
rural counterparts. 

The chief executive of the PTC, Mr 
I Dobbs, said that while previous pric- 
ing regimes had magnified anomalies, 
the corporation was now trying to at- 
tract specific groups of patrons. 

He said prices would appeal to long 
distance travellers, people making 
short journeys and people travelling 
off-peak, including the elderly. People 
travelling in peak-shoulder periods, 
such as students, would also benefit. 

The Public Transport Users’ Associ- 
ation said the decision to increase 
prices of periodical tickets such as 
weeklies and monthlies was appalling. 
A spokesman for the association said 
the quality of service on Victoria’s 
public transport was the lowest it had 
ever been, so the PTC could not afford 
to drive regular travellers away. 


GOOD NEWS 


In these days of financial cutback, it 
is pleasing to see that Queensland’s 
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Minister for Transport has announced 
contracts worth $50 million as part of 
the first major overhaul of the railway 
line between Brisbane and Cairns since 
1928. 

The contracts include the replace- 
ment of 600 timber bridges with con- 
crete structures, strengthening steel 
bridges and construction of deviations, 
culverts and earthworks. 

The work is part of QR’s $526 
million main line upgrade project to 
substantially reduce travelling times. 


MORE GOOD NEWS 


It has been announced that the conver- 
sion of three grain lines in western Vic- 
toria, from broad to standard gauge, 
has been given the green light. 

The Minister for Public Transport 
has announced that the Dimboola - 
Yaapeet, Murtoa -Hopetoun and Ara- 
rat - Portland lines would be con- 
verted. 

Grain from the Yaapeet and Hope- 
toun lines, both in the heart of the 
Wimmera grain growing belt, is railed 
to Portland for export. 

With the conversion of the Mel- 
bourne - Adelaide rail line, these three 
grain lines would have been isolated 
and grain, worth $128 million, would 
not have been able to be transported 
by rail. 

A Department of Transport review 
recommends the retention of rail 
based grain transport through the ex- 
penditure of $20 million to standardise 
the three lines, with sidings on the 
main line. 


ee 
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Racing along the main line near Baddaginnie, T377-T397 lead a very long up Benalla wheat train 
on Wed.9.10.85 Rick Coles 


— Great Locomotives of the VR — 


THE T CLASS 


I: you go wandering around the 
back of the diesel shops at Dynon, you 
can occasionally see something strange 
or unusual amongst the lines of dead 
engines. Sometimes you can see someone strange or unusual 
as well. Over recent times there have been the occasional 
visits by groups of suits and ties to the line of T class locos 
that stand in mute testimony to the current recession. Many 
were the rumours surrounding these visits and the supposed 
destination of the poor dead horses. I was partial to the story 
that had a number of drivers’ seats purchased by a leather clad 
gentleman from Head Office for inclusion in his torture 
chamber — true masochists would be charged a considerable 
fee to be made to sit on it for a whole shift. 

Apparently some metallurgy students from Monash did 
inquire about purchasing the upper cab and roof of one unit. 


An occasional series by an 
inveterate liar 


Michael Kavanagh 


As part of their post-graduate studies, 
they were hoping to examine the 
molecular structure of the metal (or 
rust) and its peculiar magnifying prop- 
erties. As we all know, the inside of the cab of a T class 
locomotive would always manage to be 20° colder than the 
coldest day in winter and 30° hotter than the hottest day 
in summer. 

There is another little known-fact about the T class that 
for many years perplexed the experts in engine rosters. If 
you rostered a T class loco in multi with a big engine to run to 
Wodonga and return, the T class would always clock up more 
kilometres than the X or S or whatever engine it was with. 
At first it was always assumed that it was just differences in 
wheel diameters. It didn’t matter how new or old the wheels 
were, however, the results kept coming back the same. Next 


they started to check if the T might have been utilised as a 
local pilot engine while at Wodonga — perhaps clocking up a 
trip over to Albury and back. Sometimes they did, sometimes 
they didn’t — so that wasn’t the answer. So, what was? The 
answer was quite simple and we were aware of it all along, but 
no-one ever asked us. 

Next in their quest for a solution came the high-tech 
approach. At about this time NSW had a 422 class loco fitted 
out with Super Series equipment as a trial base for the wheel 
creep equipment that became standard on 81s, BLs and Gs. 
The thought occurred to our engineering people that perhaps 
the extra clicks on the clock were due to occasional wheel 
slips and wheel creep. You will remember that up until this 
time there was no allowance made in the trailing loads of 
T class locos that took into account what class of loco it might 
be in multiple with. Thus it was that the new sectional load 
tables were drawn up, with different rating for Ts multied 
together or multied with big engines. Didn’t fix the problem 
though. 

During the high speed test program for some bogie prob- 
lems on N car sets, a series of videos of the lateral movement 
of the bogies was to be filmed on successive up and down 
trips between Wallan and Somerton. On the initial day of 
filming, the test train included T399 as the only ‘big’ engine 
was a new X and it couldn’t run backwards. When they set up 
the video equipment on the leading and trailing bogie of the 
3 car set (i.e. the BN No.1 bogie, ACN No.2 bogie) the young 
engineer misread the operating instructions and had the 
cameras facing in the wrong direction, so that it was filming 
away from the car. 

When they sat down to view their results they got a 
surprise. Fully half of the tape showed a track level view of 
sleepers, rail and ballast rapidly disappearing into the distance 
from whence they had come. The other half of the tape had 
two views, one of which cured the collected crowd of ever 
daring to ride in a moving T class again, for while the view 
taken when travelling south showed the X class bogie tracked 
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pretty well on most track, the corresponding view when the 
T class was attached in front of the cars was one that showed, 
while the train might have been going north, the bogie was 
more often going north-east or north-west. 

It was calculated that with the bogie continually swinging 
in an arc 15 degrees either side of centre, the wheels of the 
T class locomotive actually had to make 1.019 revolutions 
more than those of the relatively stable X class bogie (maxi- 
mum arc 4 degrees either side of centre) to make the same 
forward movement in relation to the rail. This in fact related 
very closely to the extra kilometres that engine rosters had 
been consistently recording for T class locos on the round 
trip to Wodonga. 

As I said, we always knew they spent more time trying to 
go sideways than forward. I always felt it harked back to their 
branch line heritage. They didn’t get out on the main line too 
often and if they did, they would branch off at Tallarook, 
Mangalore, Benalla, Bowser or Springhurst to a branch line 
and even at Wodonga for a leisurely stroll up the scenic Cud- 
gewa line. As all those branch lines were pruned back or 
closed altogether and the junction points were straight railed, 
the Ts ended up in main line duty. And as we thundered 
along the main with the bogie underneath crashing so vio- 
lently from side to side, it would have been nice to think that 
rather than violent protest at the condition of the track, the 
over-animated movement was in fact this refugee from the 
branch line despondently searching from side to side for that 
remnant of a junction that would take it away from the pace 
and pressure of the modern railway and back to a forgotten 
time and some forgotten valley of its branch line beginnings. 
It might be nice to think that, but when it’s 110°, 110 decibels 
and you are doing 110 clicks it is bloody hard to think at all. 

And those strange men in suits in the storage roads? They 
were crows and they came and took five of our T class. It is 


logical I suppose — they made Valiants in Adelaide, didn’t 
they? 
P.S. 110 clicks on a T class? Wodonga can’t! 


T360 hauls the ‘Weedex’ spray train through the foothills of the Strzelecki Ranges near Bena on Tues.7.11.78. 
The train was returning from Yarram John Dare 
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A potpourri of railway scenes 
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B65 arrives at Jolimont to entrain 
students who had spent the day 
watching the athletic events at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground during the 
1956 Olympic Games. The train had 
operated empty cars to Jolimont via 
the now closed Royal Park - Rushall 
loop line. Wed.28.11.56 Doug McLean 
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B63-S310 pass through North 
Geelong loop with a down 
daylight Overland and Horsham 
pass. on Wed.12.1.83. At Horsham 
$310 and the Overland cars will 
continue on to Adelaide, with the 
S swapped at Serviceton for SA 
power, while B63 and the N set 
will form the afternoon up 
Horsham pass. Roger Gillard 


B81 leads the 08 05 up Albury 
pass. as it crosses B85 on a down 
stock train at Chiltern on 
Wed.12.10.60 Fred Saxon 
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Above: $301 Sir Thomas Mitchell departs Albury for Melbourne circa 1953. S301 was withdrawn and cut up 
during October 1953. Late B C Brown/Fred Saxon Collection 


Below: K188 trundles along with a down Warburton goods between Launching Place and Yarra Junction on 
Tues.25.10.60 Des Jowett 


NEWSRAIL February 1994 


Above: After the slog up Warrenheip Bank, B60 brings its train to a stop at Warrenheip where the B and T 
will detach and return light engine to Ballarat. R764 will then continue with this Geelong bound wheat train. 
Sat.14.12.63 Lindsay Crow 


Below: T395 departs Nowa Nowa with an up Orbost goods on Thurs.14.10.76. Note the Ways & Works’ 
diesel crane and wagons, with bridge girders, reclaimed from trestle bridges replaced with Armco culverts 
between Nowa Nowa and Tostaree Robert Carlisle 
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Above: J516 at Ultima on a goods to Korong Vale 1965 John Baker 


Below: T381 on a 06 00 goods from Ararat, is about to shunt some GYs into the siding at Jackson on the 
now closed Marnoo line. Wed.20.4.83 Harry Shnattlebach 
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— Flashback — 


7 FEBRUARY 1969 


‘She’s coming pretty hard.’ 


ie were the chilling words 


spoken by Lawrence Rosevear, the 
driver of the 01 25 (4281) down Albury 
goods, at about 07 05 on 7 February 
1969, when, in the vicinity of Violet 
Town, he saw the headlight of the approaching Southern 


Aurora. 
The ensuing head-on collision was described as follows: 


‘The crash occurred at 07 06, when the up Southern Aurora, 
driven by MrJ Bowden and headed by $316, with load 14/641, 
running 20 minutes late, passed the up departure home at 
signal at the Violet Town loop at 07 04 and entered the 
Longwood section. 


Meanwhile, the 01 25(4281) down goods, driven by Mr 
LN Rosevear, with loco $314 and load 44/ 854 (bogie vehicles 
loaded with car bodies) was approaching the Violet Town 
loop from the direction of Longwood. 


The inevitable collision took place at mileage 104 m. 40 ch., 
about half a mile on the Melbourne side of the Violet Town 
loop, at the McDiarmids Road level crossing. 


‘Jesus, he’s still coming!’ 


All photos by Joe Hilton 


The Southern Aurora suffered the 
greatest damage. Loco S316, the five 
leading sleepers and the lounge car 
were all derailed. The loco rolled to the 
right, across the broad gauge track and 
came to rest on the right hand side, clear of both tracks. 

The next vehicle, power van PHN2370, exploded and 
caught fire near the point where the locos collided and 
virtually disintegrated. The fire spread to Twinette car 7 
(NAM2339) which landed on top of the power van, then 
to Roomette car 6 (LAN2345), which was partly on top of 
car 7, then through the adjoining lounge car to the leading 
end of the dining car, RMS2358. 

Roomette car 10 (LAN2346) shot through the air over the 
engines and finished on its side about 80 yards beyond the 
point of collision, but clear of both tracks. Twinette car 9 
(NAM2343) followed car 10 through the air and finished right 
way up, forming a ‘V’ with car 10. 

Roomette car 8 (LAN2350) ended up lying on its side 
across the broad gauge, with the leading end of car 6, on its 
middle, bending the frame into a banana shape. 


The scene at Violet Town after the horrific collision on Fri.7.2.69 
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Car 6 finished upright on top of the pile of debris from the 
goods train and car 7, and almost on top of car 7, at least 
30 feet up in the air. Lounge car BCS2355, followed car 6 up 
onto the pile of debris, but slightly off the line to the right. 

All these cars shed their bogies, as they took off and the 
resultant pile of bogies added to the debris. 

The diner, with the kitchen section damaged by fire, 
remained on the track formation, across the level crossing. 

The other cars involved were cars 5 (DAM2333), 4 
(LAN2351), 3 (NAM2336), 2 (LAN2354), 1 (NAM2335) and 
guard’s van MHN2364. 

During the course of the subsequent enquiry into the 
deaths of four railway employees and five passengers, 
conducted by Mr H W Pascoe, City Coroner, evidence was 
taken in order to establish the cause of the accident. 

Portions of the evidence presented are set out hereunder. 


GOODS TRAIN FIREMAN 


Mr Arnfried Brendecke, the goods train fireman, said he had 
worked for the VR for eight months before the smash. 

He signed on with driver Rosevear 
at 00 20 on 7 February and between 
02 30 and 03 00, they rolled out of 
South Dynon yards with an Albury- 
bound goods. Rosevear told him the 
Melbourne controller was to give him 
a ‘go’ to Violet Town, where they were 
to cross with the Aurora. 

‘We left Longwood on being given 


‘We were not worried about 
its speed. I Rnew it went 

fairly hard, but passenger 
trains have pretty good 


I looked up the track and I saw the Southern Aurora 
locomotive out of the Violet Town deviation. 

It appeared to be travelling at top speed. 

I saw Rosevear head for his door. I couldn’t say if he 
actually opened his door or not. 

I got out of my seat and opened my door and got down 
about two or three steps. I glanced back and I couldn’t see 
Rosevear. 

For some reason it flashed through my mind he had gone 
into the engine room. 

I returned to the cab and saw the engine room door on 
Rosevear’s side was open. I was going to make a dash for 
the engine room. 

I glanced up the track and saw it was too late. 

At a guess I would say we were then about 60 feet apart. 

I jumped through my door and landed beside the track. 

I didn’t lose consciousness. 

As soon as [ hit I rolled and saw the trains collide. 

There was an instant explosion. 

The locomotive of the Aurora seemed to climb up on 
our locomotive. 

A locomotive landed about four or 
five feet to my left and I saw a carriage 
go up into the air and fall towards me. 

I dug my face into the dirt and put 
my arm across my head. 

It landed about 18 inches from me 
on my right. 


; brakes and I thought it The train caught fire on impact. 
Be alee pecen signal. id iS I got to my feet and I couldn’t see 
We got green signals all the way, WOuld St op any cars on the highway side of the 


with the exception of the last auto- 
matic before Violet Town. This was 
showing yellow. 

Rosevear stopped powering, that is he put the motor into 
idling shortly before passing the signal. At this stage we were 
travelling about 50 mph, top speed for a goods. 

Rosevear made a service application of the air brake after 
passing the signal and the train slowed to 35 mph. Rosevear 
held the speed at about 35 mph. We rounded a slight right- 
hand curve which then gives a straight run to Violet Town. 

When we entered the straight section, I saw the headlight 
of an approaching train on the other side of Violet Town. 
This train was in the far distance. As we were told to expect 
the Southern Aurora, | thought the light was from it. It was 
impossible to estimate whether it was moving slow or fast. 

As the locomotive of this oncoming train entered the 
deviation around the Violet Town station, I could see the 
silver of the carriages and then I knew it was the Southern 
Aurora. 

Rosevear said to me, “She’s coming pretty hard.” 

I thought, and I believed Rosevear also thought, that the 
Southern Aurora had gone into the loop at Violet Town. 
Neither of us realised it had actually passed the loop. 

We were not worried about its speed. I knew it went fairly 
hard, but passenger trains have pretty good brakes and I 
thought it would stop. 

At this stage I looked out the window back along out train 
as I thought I heard an unusual sound. I couldn’t locate the 
sound but I thought we may have picked up a bit of ballast 
or something. 

I then heard Rosevear call out “Jesus, he’s still coming.” 

I swung around at looked at Rosevear. I saw him in the act 
of getting out of his seat. At the same time he applied the 
emergency brake. 

He was flicking his headlight switch on and off. The 
clicking was quite distinct. 


crossing, or any people. 

I saw some conductors and people 
leaving the intact carriages of the 
Aurora. I heard a light aircraft overhead and I saw it land in 
the paddock beside the track. I was confident it would be 
equipped with radio and that the authorities would be noti- 
fied to stop further trains. [This is the only mention of an air- 
craft in the evidence.] 

The train was afire and I could see and hear people banging 
on carriage windows. I went amongst the wreckage and 
assisted people from the wrecked carriages.’ 


SOUTHERN AURORA FIREMAN 
Mr M G Coulthard said he saw the yellow indication of 
the automatic signal approaching Violet Town loop. 

He said to Driver Bowden, ‘It looks as though we could 
be having a bit of a stop. I'll put the kettle on.’ 

Bowden, he said, had replied ‘Yes.’ Bowden was sitting 
normally at the controls. From what he could recall, he 
believed Bowden closed the throttle. As normal, it had 
no effect on the train’s speed. 

‘It was at this stage that I went into the nose and filled the 
kettle and urinated. I was there approximately two minutes. 
The train seemed to be rolling normally. 

I came into the cabin and looked towards the front, over 
my shoulder and I saw two reds. They would be the home 
departure signals on the Melbourne end of the loop, we were 
flashing past them, possibly about 70... near top speed. 

I shouted “Red light” to Driver Bowden. He was seated, 
facing ahead, I didn’t notice whether his eyes were open. 

Almost at the same time I saw the oncoming train. We 
were on the Violet Town deviation. I shouted to Driver 
Bowden that there was a train coming at us. 

I shouted to him that I was going to leave the cabin and 
go into the engine room. | didn’t look directly at him, but 
I thought I heard the brakes apply.’ 


nessa 
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Above left: Roomette LAN2350 which was car 8 on the Southern Aurora, ended up on its side, with the 
leading end of car 6 on its middle, bending car 8 into a ‘banana’ shape. Fri.7.2.69 


Above right: The remains of $314 with $316 in the background on Wed.12.2.69. Both S class locos were 
written off. 


Below: One of the S class locos lies on its side, buried under the wreckage. Fri.7.2.69. 
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The twisted mass at Violet Town on Fri.7.2.69 


During a police interview, Mr Coulthard said he had 
pushed the vigilance button when he returned to the cabin 
after filling the kettle. This would coincide with the time he 
saw the two red departures. He could recall hearing the faint 
audible warning blow, so he reached up with his right hand 
and cancelled the control. 


VR TRAIN CONTROLLER 


Mr FJ McDonnell told the inquiry that at about 07 04 on 
the crash morning, he saw the light on the Violet Town/ 
Longwood section light up. “The traffic light on No. 1 road 
went out and the points light at the up end of the loop was 
flashing. No. 2 down arrival home signal was also flashing.’ 

‘These things indicated to me that the Southern Aurora 
had passed the departure home signal at the stop position at 
the up end of the loop, had run through the points and was 
proceeding in the Violet Town/Longwood section. Arrange- 
ments were then made to notify everyone that an emergency 
had developed.’ 

Mr McDonnell said that at about 06 38 that morning, he 
and the acting senior train controller, Mr Robert Humphrey, 
had decided to cross the goods with the Aurora at the Violet 
Town loop. 

‘I operated the points and signals for the down goods to 
depart from the Longwood loop and Mr Humphrey set up 
Violet Town for the cross. The move was to bring the Aurora 
into No.1 road and the down goods into No.2 road. I had 
spoken to the engine crew of the down goods when it was at 
Longwood, and told them of the intended movements.’ 


VR ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF 
LOCOMOTIVE RUNNING 

Mr J W Stirling explained the speed chart taken from $316. 
‘This speed chart indicates that the Southern Aurora was 
travelling at a speed of 70 mph at the point of impact. 


The chart also shows that the vigilance control button was 
operated after the automatic signal approaching Violet Town, 
then after the home departure signal of the Violet Town loop. 

This second, or last operation was approximately 3601 feet 
from the point of impact.’ 

Mr Stirling also showed the coroner a speed chart from an 
S class driven by Driver Bowden through Violet Town on 
3 May 1968. The chart showed, Mr Stirling said, that on that 
occasion, Bowden was driving at 70 mph toward the auto- 
matic and passed it at 65 mph. He slowed to 15 mph at the 
home arrival and was doing 30 mph at the home departure 
and 40 mph at the Dookie Road level crossing. 

On this [May 1968] occasion, the signal aspects were iden- 
tical to that of the day of the crash — except that in May 1968, 
he did not get a red light at the home departure. 


VR CHIEF MECHANICAL ENGINEER 


Mr S F Keane included in his evidence the following state- 
ment: 

‘The locomotive was equipped with vigilance control... 
to ensure that the crew remain alert at all times. An initial 
escape of compressed air builds up to an almost ear-splitting 
blast unless cancelled by the fireman or driver pressing a 
button. 

The time cycle is approximately 90 seconds. The device 
in use on the VR does not result in the brake of the train being 
applied if the button is not pressed to cancel the warning, 
as is the case in New South Wales. 

From my reading and from iny knowledge of railways 
overseas, I say it is not the practice to use “dead-man’s 
handle” type of equipment, where two men are employed 
in the cabin of a locomotive. There is the obvious rejection to 
their use on country runs in that the continual maintenance of 
manual pressure for extended periods presents a very real 
temptation to defeat the device by some physical means.’ 


Mr Keane returned to the witness box and explained ex- 
perimental modification to the vigilance control system. 

He said a buzzer would be connected with the driver’s 
warning light to attract his attention should he be looking 
out of the window. ‘If he does not cancel the light we will 
then go through a cycle of 20 to 25 seconds with the hiss of 
air, the siren, the cut-off of power and the application of 
brakes.’ 

The new device, he said, would have pulled up the Aurora 
before it got to the home departure signal. The train would 
have stopped inside 5000 feet, because the brakes would 
have come on in 45 seconds. ‘It would 
have stopped 1200 feet from the point 
of impact.’ 

The counsel assisting the Coroner, 
Mr P Coldham QC, said, ‘Mr Keane, 
are you seriously suggesting that this 
device, you are now testing some- 
where or other on the railways, would 
have stopped a collision occurring in 
this type of accident.’ 

Mr Keane replied, ‘Yes it would.’ 


CITY CORONER’S FINDING 


Mr H W Pascoe found that the colli- 
sion was caused by the Southern Aurora’s crew. 

Included in the 17-page written finding, handed down on 
2 July 1969, were the following comments: 


= ‘I am satisfied Driver Bowden was dead or in a coma at 
least six miles on the down side of the crash. It is quite feas- 
ible that he was not in control of the train, when at some 
point further away than six miles. The speed chart shows 
that the train was in control between the Glenrowan loop 
and the Benalla loop — this part of the track has a 60 mph 
limit with a downhill gradient and the tracing on the chart 
shows that it was within the limits of 60 mph. Leaving this 
area, the driver could take ill and the undulating nature of 
the gradients would control the speed of the train, making 
it impossible to formulate any positive deductions that the 
train was not in control of the driver at a greater distance 
than six miles.’ 
‘It is logical now to consider the other control personnel of 
the Aurora and [intend to assess the role played by Mervyn 
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‘T am satisfied Driver 
Bowden was dead or in a 
coma at least six miles on the 
down side of the crash. It ts 
quite feasible that he was not 
in control of the train. . . 


George Coulthard. As I have found that Driver Bowden 
died, at the latest, some six miles prior to the crash, the 
corollary is that the evidence given about an alleged mono- 
‘syllabic reply by the driver relative to making a cup of 
tea cannot be correct.’ 

‘I hold the belief that when the train went through the 
home departure signal and moved the points and bent the 
controls thereto, that a person sensitive to his job, would 
have noticed this unusual event, but Coulthard stated he 
could not recall any. As he was insensible to the other 
unusual circumstances which existed this day, perhaps this 

is only another insensitivity.’ 


‘The guard, William Frederick 
Wyler, considered he only had to be 
physically present on the train. His 
log book was largely a piece of fic- 
tion and I am satisfied that he was 
asleep shortly after clearing Albury. 
This naturally gives rise to comment 
in the form of a question, “Is this 
the usual procedure for a guard?” 


‘In summing up the roles that rail- 
way personnel played in this multi- 
ple tragedy, I have already expressed 
my opinion of the negligence of the 
driver and have no hesitation in stating that the fireman 
and the guard were also negligent in the non-performance 
of their duties. Once the driver was dead, it only needed 
one of the two surviving crew to be attentive to his duty 
and this accident would never have happened. If the fire- 
man had been alert or the guard had been awake, I feel that 
the train would have been pulled up in ample time to avoid 
the collision.’ 


, 


Mr Pascoe discussed the attributes of the vigilance system 
as it was. He commented ‘This appeared to be a good system 
until 7 February 1969, when the combination of a dead 
driver, an insensitive fireman and a somnolent guard 
caused this multiple tragedy.’ 

In commemoration of the tragedy, the Violet Town and 
District Tourism Inc, the ARHS and the PTC combined to lay 


a plaque at 10 30 on 7 February 1994, in the vicinity of the 
McDiarmids Road railway crossing. 


Below left: Two Southern Aurora carriages loaded on flat wagons at Violet Town loop. Sun.9.2.69 
Below right: What was left of $316. Wed.12.2.69 
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Tait 298M heads the first seven car train to be repainted red with grey roof and window frames and without any 
first or second class signage, Spencer Street, Sun.14.9.58 on the first day of one class fares for suburban travel. 
Note GE panto and old style bogies VR/PTC 


14 SEPTEMBER 1958 


— and beyond — 


i i elbourne was the last Australian 


suburban system to implement one 
class fares. The first was Adelaide, 
which adopted one class fares on 1 July 
1929, following the introduction of the 
Brill railmotors. Adelaide, however, 
re-introduced first class travel on the 
Bridgewater line on 3 November 1947 
and this remained in force until 1 June 
1956. 
The other major suburban systems 

converted as follows: 

(a) Hobart on 1 November 1938 

(b) Newcastle on 1 February 1939 

(c) Sydney on 1 January 1940 

(d) Perth on 6 October 1952 

(e) Brisbane on 1 August 1956. 


The introduction in Melbourne of one class travel simpli- 
fied the ticket system in terms of colour and types, and 
enabled a number of fare anomalies to be corrected. Follow- 
ing the withdrawal of the two class system, the tickets 
basically remained in the earlier format but without the class 
designation. 


All tickets at this time, other than blank tickets, were dedi- 


cated tickets, i.e, they were provided for a specific journey 


between two stations. This meant that the originating and 


destination station were printed on the ticket and the faré ’: 


charged was appropriate to this journey only. 

Following an increase in fares on and from 10 August 1975, 
a zone system was introduced for the suburban area. The 
zones at this time applied only to stations measured from 


Melbourne, to a maximum distance of 60 kilometres. These 


fare zones gradually tapered from shorter distances near 


H K Atkinson 


14 September 1993 marked 
the 35th anniversary of the 
abolition of the two class 
fares in the Melbourne 
suburban area. Prior to this : 
day in 1958, first and second + bantickets remained in use. As a result 
class travel was provided on : 
all suburban electric trains 


Melbourne until the outer and largest 
zone was reached. There were 13 zones 
at this time. 

Zone tickets did not appear at this 
time and the ordinary one class subur- 


of the introduction of these zones, it 
was no longer necessary to hold tickets 
to each station, as tickets to the 
outermost station now only applied. 
Initially, however, tickets to most 
intermediate stations were retained, 
being gradually issued out, although 
in some cases they were withdrawn. 

The first zone tickets appeared with a fare increase on and 
from 4 July 1976, with the zone distance tables now being 
applicable to the station of issue. The first tickets were zone 
off peaks and coincided with the introduction of off peak 
fares throughout the entire suburban area. 

Following an initial trial of ordinary zone tickets at Bala- 
clava (from 5.12.1977) and at Sandringham (from 29.1.1978), 
all suburban stations gradually changed over from pre- 
printed, or dedicated journey tickets, to the new zone tickets. 
This change-over basically occurred between 18 April 1978 
and 14 June 1979. The only dedicated tickets remaining at this 
time were tickets to Melbourne, weekly tickets and some 
special purpose tickets such as race or football tickets. 

Following an increase in fares on and from 4 October 1981, 
the whole of the Victorian Railways passenger system was 
re-organised. The system was divided into three separate por- 
tions which became known as: 

1. the suburban area 
2. the inter-urban area 
3. the inter-city area. 
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This classic shot shows the 1916 VR brown livery with gold lining with class of travel at the ends above the windows 
and also on each sliding door — too bad if the doors were open! Note also the original plate frame bogies, GE 


double pan pantograph and steel bars over openable windows to stop heads protruding. 67ACPM (A: first class, 
C: guard’s compartment, P: passageway, M: motor) became 267M in the 1921 renumbering. It was purchased by 
ElecRail as a spare vehicle at the great red rattler auction, February 1985 V/R/PTC 


Nearly all tickets within the suburban area were withdraw 
from issue on 4 October 1981 and replaced by new rail only or 
multi-mode tickets. 


The suburban area was divided into four fixed zones: 


1. the central zone 
2. zone 1 
3. zone 2 
4. zone 3. 


The tickets were now colour coded for each zone and basi- 
cally were, at this time, specifically for rail journeys only. 

From 1 July 1983 the suburban area came under the control 
of the Metropolitan Transit Authority and all the former VR 
style tickets remained in use until 13 November 1983 when 
the MTA completely. re-organised the issue of tickets into ten 
neighbourhoods. From this date all metropolitan services 
(i.e., train, tram and bus) used the same tickets and were 
intter-changeable between them within the time and 
area availability of the ticket. 

Following this change, the Edmondson ticket basically 
disappeared from the suburban area (other than ‘rail plus 
two’ and some cloak room tickets). 

The Government Printer ceased printing Edmondson 
tickets on 2 November 1984 and the remaining ticket printing 
machines variously went to V/Line, the State Museum and 
the Emerald Tourist Railway Board. 

The Railway Printing Works ceased printing Edmondson 
tickets on 11 March 1991 and tickets were again printed by the 


eoeceee 


Government Printer, using V/Line equipment, until the end 
of April 1993. The surplus Bell & Valentine machines had 
previously been sold to the Emerald Tourist Railway Board. 
Any remaining Edmondson tickets required by V/Line after 
this date were printed by Sands & McDougall using offset 
machines. 

At the Emerald Tourist Railway Board machines are ope- 
rated under the control of the Milldean Press (TMP imprint 
on tickets) in Box Hill. The Milldean Press now prints 
Edmondson tickets for most of the preserved railways and 
railway groups in Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and the 
Australian Capital Territory. 

The Milldean Press currently operates five Bell & Valent- 
ine, one Waterlow (ultra) and the old Tasmanian Govern- 
ment Railways Edmondson machine which dates from the 
1880s and is believed to be the oldest ticket printing machine 
in Australia and is one of only three still operating in the 
world today. 

This machine was partially brought back into operation 
during August 1993, having last been used in Hobart in 1966. 
The earliest tickets printed on this newly restored machine 
have included tickets for the Puffing Billy Railway, the Don 
River Railway in Tasmania and Steamrail Victoria. 


At a time when what ts left of our living rail history is fast 
disappearing from view, it 1s comforting to find that, alongside 
major restoration and preservation projects undertaken by rail 
fans, smaller but equally valuable ventures are keeping the 
diversity of our railway history intact and alive. 


The second generation Taits 412M to 441M, built between 1925-26 featured cheaper elliptical roofs, rivitted 
framed bogies and used the simpler identity classification introduced in 1921. VR/PTC 


Opposite page: A selection of pre 1958 VR suburban tickets dating from the pre 1906 period through to the 1950s. It should be noted that the three top 
singles, while not technically ‘Suburban’ tickets, are singles issued to what the 1893 VR Compendium referred to as the ‘Residential area’ (in which 
Upper Ferntree Gully was then located), which lay between the Suburban and Country areas of the day. Tickets from the collection of Steve Malpass 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


GENERAL 


SPRINTERS: The government 
hopes the new trains will encourage 
more Melburnians to move to the 
state’s major regional centres, 
reversing the decline of Geelong and 
Ballarat in particular. 


Job opportunities for the residents 
of Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong, 
where unemployment is often as 
high as 25%, should also be 
expanded by the introduction of the 
Sprinters. 


Travel times on the Geelong line, 
which carries more than 4000 
commuters a day, will be cut by at 
least 10 minutes. On the longer 
Ballarat and Bendigo trips, the time 


saved may be as much as 30 minutes. 


The reduced commuting time, 
greater reliability of service and 
possible installation of telephones 
and faxes on the trains is hoped to 
lure business people who would 
normally drive to work. 


In turn, the new trains may also 
encourage other Melbourne workers 
and their families to relocate to the 
three provincial cities, tempted by 


cheaper housing, lifestyle and safety 
considerations. 


ARARAT CLOSURE: A PTC draft 
document proposes to close the 
Ararat train crew depot by April 
1994. 

The document, prepared to enable 
discussion and consultation between 
all parties concerned, states the 
proposed timeline for total closure 
of Ararat depot coincides with the 
NRC’s take-over of the Melbourne - 
Adelaide corridor, which is 
anticipated to occur on 6 March 1994 
and the proposed withdrawal of the 
passenger rail service between Ararat 
and Ballarat, anticipated for 3 April 
1994. 

The paper states ‘Ararat is a mid- 
point in running, which in previous 
years has accommodated slow haul 
interstate running and changeovers 
on longer shifts in the area. Altered 
arrangements, including two-driver 
operation, now allows for more 
efficient rostering between grain 
locations and the port, together with 
NRC take-over of interstate traffic, 
which makes use of mid-point 
changeovers inefficient. 


It is proposed that Ararat be 
progressively phased out as a train 
crew depot by April 1994.’ 

The paper said every attempt will be 
made to accommodate existing train 
crews in Ararat who wish to remain 
within the organisation. However, 
there will be a requirement for 
relocation of staff. As of 20 
November 1993, the depot had 20 
staff. 

It was anticipated 14 staff would 
remain on 17 January 1994 and short- 
term employment for Ararat crews 
would be available in two areas: 


= Work be available for at least 
three crews for the operation of a 
passenger service until about 
1 April 1994. 

= The balance of eight people to be 
employed on grain traffic until 
about the first week in March 
1994, when it is proposed 
Dimboola - Portland changeovers 
and Dimboola crews operating the 
Murtoa - Hopetoun line will 
begin. 
The document stated several 

changes were ultimately proposed 

for the western area of the State, 
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N467 waits under the indicator board on platform 3 at Geelong station at 20 50 on Mon.6.9.93 Roger Gillard 
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which will effect train crew 
operations. 
These include: 


= The NRC take-over of all 
interstate traffic. 


= Mode substitution of passenger 
services between Dimboola and 
Ballarat from rail to road. 


= Agreed changed work practices 
involving long running with two 
drivers. 


The draft document was passed on 
to the local paper, the Advertiser, by 
a city councillor after it had been 
left, after hours, under the door of 
her business. 


Mr D Vendy, Fast Track 
marketing manager, said V/Line’s 
small freight handling business was 
working on increasing business 
through Ararat. Fast Track operates 
with road transport but Mr Vendy 
said the aim was to get freight 
movement back on trains. ‘We are a 
rail-based operation and it would 
only be natural that we should move 
goods by rail,’ he said. 


‘We are doing well at the moment 
—in Ararat and across the State. 
Business through our freight-gates 
has increased in the past 12 months 
and we plan to keep building on 
this.’ 

He said that despite the loss of 
railway stations around the State, 
Fast Track still had the infrastructure 
needed to increase operations. He 
said customers could be assured Fast 
Track was in Ararat to stay. 


An item in the Advertiser on 
Sat.4.12 stated that Ararat City 
Council had been in touch with the 
V/Line marketing director, Mr G 
Smithwick, who said there were no 
plans to do anything with the 
station at that time. 


The Advertiser published an 
‘Expressions of Interest’ on Sat.18.12 
in which the PTC sought 
expressions of interest from 
organisations interested in the use of 
the station building at Ararat. The 
advertisement stated that whilst the 
PTC would still occupy part of the 
building for operational purposes, 
the larger part of the existing 
building is expected to be available 
for lease. 


POOR SERVICE: A contributor has 
advised that he attempted to book a 
rail journey for Sydney - Perth - 
Sydney. He was told that Sydney - 


. 


. 


. 
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Perth was booked out so, he had to 
change to air. 

The air journey entailed a change 
in Adelaide. 

The return rail journey Perth - 
Sydney was straight-forward, a 
roomette all the way and no 
complications such as journey break. 

On the surface, this seems a 
normal event but the query was 
raised why did it take the rail 
authority a painful 60 minutes to 
complete the booking, whereas the 
air booking only took four minutes? 

A friend of the contributor stated 
that it took so long to obtain a 
straight-forward return rail ticket to 
Sydney that she could not afford to 
wait any longer and booked an air 
ticket, this only taking a few 
minutes. 


TRAINS (Train Reservation 
Accounting Information Network 
System: The new-style country 
tickets issued from most V/Line 
stations are part of a whole new 
country ticketing system. New style 
computer printed tickets have been 
introduced at Spencer Street, 
Footscray, Geelong, North Geelong, 
Ballarat, Seymour, Traralgon, 
Morwell, Moe, Warragul, Bendigo, 
Kyneton and Castlemaine. 

The system will later be 
implemented at all major stations, 
including Flinders Street, Museum, 
South Geelong and Bacchus Marsh. 

Edmonson tickets and the 
previously designed computer 
tickets, issued at Spencer Street, 


Your Name 


Geelong, North Geelong, Ballarat 
and Bendigo, are no longer issued. 
Edmonson tickets will still be 
issued at most suburban stations to 
Geelong and are still sold by agents 
occupying station buildings such as 
Swan Hill, Sale, Bairnsdale and 

Wodonga. 


SOUTH WEST -— Geelong - 


Warrnambool - Cressy - 
Mt Gambier - Portland - Ararat 


WEST COAST RAILWAY: 

As at 18 December 1993, on the 
completion of 13 weeks of operation, 
WCR have operated 468 train 
services and carried 66 036 
passengers, an average of 141 
passenger journeys per train. 
Distance travelled by WCR trains 
over the period is 124 956 km. 
Passenger tallies: 


Week ending 


27 November: ............ 5958 
4 December .............. 5534 
11 December .............. 5787 
18 December .............. 6197* 


*Highest since commencement. 


Record turnaround: 

On 15 November, the 12 35 (8235) 
down Warrnambool pass. was 
delayed by a V/Line tamping 
machine that had derailed about 

7 km on the up side of Winchelsea. 
Arrival at Warrnambool was at 

17 54, 126 late. 

In what must be some sort of 
record, passengers and their luggage 
were off-loaded, waiting passengers 
and their luggage were loaded and 


Quick reference number to locate 


your travel details 


£R ST HELB t 


Date and time your ticket is issued 


Expiry date 
of your ticket 


Method of 
payment 


Type of 
ticket issued 


Seat 
ar a 
‘ : 
45 ECOR 


3h 20 21 


a : 
Class of Travel 


Your seat or berth number 


Number 
of pages 


Particular carriage if you 
travel by train 


the loco was run around, in eight 
minutes. 

As a result of this sterling work, 
train 8286, the 17 35 up pass., 
departed at 18 04, only 29 minutes 
down. 


Industrial relations: 
On 30 November, Commissioner 
O’Shea, of the Australian Industrial 
Relations Commission made a 
roping-in award that applies to 
WCR for a 12 month period. 

The roped-in awards are: 


= Railways, Traffic, Permanent Way 
and Signalling Wages Staff Award 
1960. 

= Railways Salaried Officers Award 
1960. 

= Railways Miscellaneous Grades 
Award 1960. 


WCR had agreed several months 
ago to comply with the conditions 
of the relevant awards and had been 
paying all employees at award rates 
of pay. The effect of the roping-in is 
to make the company a legal party 
to the awards. It also ensures that 
employees have equal status with all 
other members of the Public 
Transport Union (PTU) employed 
under those awards. 

An Enterprise Bargaining 
Agreement is now being negotiated 
with the PTU, the aim of which is 
to alter the awards to suit the 
Warrnambool railway passenger 
service operations. 

Negotiations are to commence 
with the union, which has agreed to 
discuss the draft agreement and 
Commissioner O’Shea has ordered 
the case be relisted for 14 March 
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1994, to receive a report on the 
progress of the discussions. 


Good publicity: On Mon.3.1, WCR 
received invaluable publicity, when 
an article, accompanied by a 
photograph of the three directors, 
appeared in the Age. 

The article stated that when the 
directors made their initial estimates 
of traffic, they thought the railway 
would carry 186 000 passengers in 
the first year of operation. 

It now looks likely that this figure 
will be exceeded by one half, with 
a revised estimate of 280 000 
passengers. 

Mr D Gibson, the chairman, said 
passengers are flocking back to the 
service, whose most significant 
change so far is that the employees 
look more like airline hostesses and 
stewards than railway staff. 

The Public Transport Users’ 
Association (PTUA) has stated that 
the PTC can learn a lesson or two 
from WCR’s customer service. 

Mr Patrick O’Conner, a PIUA 
spokesman said, “The message is this 
— if a service is to succeed, it needs 
people with a real interest in its 
future. One of the problems with 
having an office full of bureaucrats is 
that it’s just a job to them. Here, 
we're seeing a real interest in the 
passengers, on the trains and in head 
office.’ 


GHERINGHAP: Unusual 
movements recorded are as follows: 
As usual, the train number is 
included. Reference to November 
NEWSRAIL will give accurate 
identification: 


Mon.22.11: G538-C503-S310-49 
wagons (9150) at 10 05. 
C506-S301-41 wagons (9169) at 
13 38. 

Tues.23.11: C507-S-20+ wagons 
(diverted 9149) at 02 24. 
G524-G540-G542-49 wagons 
(9124) at 13 27. 

Wed.24.11: G512-G536-G531-G515- 
31 wagons (9122) at 07 10. C506- 
S301-39 wagons (9169) at 14 12. 

Thurs.25.11: G512-G535-G540-G515- 
37 wagons (9122) at 07 35. 

Fri.26.11: G541-S310-56 wagons 
(9124) at 13 48. X41-T390-G541- 
9 wagons (9193) at 22 27. 

Sat.27.11: G521-G535-BL33-C502- 
54 wagons (9169) at 13 44. 

Mon.29.11: BL28-S310-28 wagons 
(9145) at 17 56. 

Fri.3.12: C502-S301-61 wagons (9169) 
at 14 20. G533-G538-X44-S313-43 
wagons (9124) at 14 24. BL33- 
S310-25 wagons (9145) at 17 51. 

Sat.4.12: G-X-G-G-19 wagons (9192) 
at 03 35. 

Sun.5.12: BL33-S310-33 wagons 
(9146) at 05 16. X53-S313-G521- 
G512-18 wagons (9125) at 16 40. 
BL33-S310-30 wagons (diverted 
9145) at 17 01. 

Mon.6.12: C-S-C-40+ wagons 
(diverted 9170) at 04 09. G541- 
G542-G543-13 wagons (9121) at 
15 44, 

Sat.11.12: G534-N460-17 wagons 
(diverted 9144) at 07 21. 

Sun.12.12: BL26-C502-26 wagons 
(diverted 9146) at 06 53. BL31- 
C501-34 wagons (diverted 9148) at 
11 00. BL26-BL31-26 wagons 
(diverted 9145) at 16 49. 


C507-C501-BL32 lead No.9169 Tottenham Yard to Adelaide goods through Inverleigh. 14 11, Sat.4.9.93 Ian Woollett 


WEST — 
Ballarat - Ararat - Adelaide 


SPRINTERS: On Mon.20.12 the 
PTC began operations to Ballarat 
with the first Sprinter service. The 
down service departs Spencer Street 
at 09 30 with an 11 13 arrival and the 
up service departs Ballarat at 12 40 
with a 14 19 arrival at Spencer Street. 

Services will increase as new 
Sprinters are delivered. 

A special Sprinter demonstration 
day was arranged at Ballarat station 
on Sat.18.12 with free rides between 
Ballarat and Warrenheip every half 
hour between 10 30 and 14 00. 
Originally only eight trips had been 
planned, but the large number of 
interested persons caused a further 
five trips to be run. It was estimated 
1300 people took advantage of the 
free ride offer. 


ARARAT: On Mon.3.1 the 
following observations were made 
at 12 15 at Ararat: 


= A73-N set stabled in No.2 track 
for the up afternoon pass. 

= G540-G528 shut down and stabled 
in the far loop on a down empty 
grain train. 

= The Freightgate siding held 
1xVOBX loaded with briquettes, 
2xVLCX and a fully loaded 


sleeper wagon. 


NORTH WEST — Mildura 


MILDURA NEWS: Red Cliffs 
station, currently occupied by a craft 
business, has been leased by the PTC 
to the Shire of Mildura for 10 years, 
with an option for a further 10 years. 

The signal frame, withdrawn from 
sale to a local enthusiast, is to 
remain in the signal bay. 

Y165 replaced Y174 as the Mildura 
pilot from 26 November 1993. Y174 
had been stationed at Mildura since 
19 January 1993. 

As a consequence of the loss of 
the passenger rail service, there were 
no loco movements at Mildura for 
four days over the Christmas break 
from Fri.24.12 to Tues.28.12. G512, 
X32 and pilot Y165 were stabled, 

Cement, fuel, grain, containers and 
general freight are the mainstay of 
traffic at Mildura/Yelta, with gypsum 
from Cowangie adding to the 
corridor traffic at Ouyen. 

Locomotive power is mainly 
provided by G and X classes, with 
occasional appearances by A and N 
classes. 
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G537 draws another wheat train past Lydiard Street gate cabin at 10 30 on 
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Sun.31.10.93 during an inspection of the cabin as part of the Ballarat Rail 
Promotion Group’s open day Hedley Thomson 


Rail tractors are being used at 
private sidings at Irymple and Red 
Cliffs. There is a possibility of the 
Red Cliffs tractor being operated by 
packing shed employees, but this 
would not be possible at Irymple, 
where main line running is 
necessary. 

Complaints about the bus services 
replacing the passenger train 
continue unabated in Mildura. 

A local group is still interested in 
providing a train service, however, 
there are some suggestions that the 
PTC may bow to pressure and 
reconsider a train, given the huge 
drop in patronage of V/Line services 
and the large number of genuine and 
serious complaints that are being 
reported in writing to the PTC. 

A trial run with a Sprinter rail car 
is being rumoured and the Save the 
Vinelander Group has renamed itself 
Train Action Group. 

Mildura railway station will be 
taken over by Mildura City Council 
and operated by Sunraysia Tourism. 
PTC staff and safeworking 
equipment will remain in the 
building. It is proposed to develop 
the station as a central focus point 
for tourists and bus operators. 

At present, a person in Mildura 
wishing to buy a V/Line bus ticket 
on the weekend, after the travel 
agencies have closed, have to go out 
to the airport (10 km) and then 
catch the bus to the railway station. 


Export table grapes from the 
Sunraysia area are now exported 
directly from Merbein by V/Line in 
powered refrigerated container 
wagons. This will ensure the 
temperature of the grapes, reduced 
to near freezing immediately after 
picking, will be maintained at an 
optimum level from the vine to the 
European customers. 

An N class steam locomotive 
boiler arrived by rail, and will be 
used to supply steam power for the 
original 1888 Chaffey Bros irrigation 
pump being restored at Psyche Bend 
pumping station. Restoration is 
being carried out by the Mildura 
Irrigation Trust and members of the 
Sunraysia Steam Preservation Society. 


NORTH — Swan Hill - Echuca 


GISBORNE PARTY TRACKER: 
On Sat.4.12 Link Tours or Supertrain 
Promotions operated a charter train 
to Gisborne. Consist was T408- 
1BCE-64A W-Murray-18CE and it 
was seen at North Melbourne at 

19 10. 


SWAN HILL TWILIGHT TRAIN: 
The 15 50 (8031) down Swan Hill 
pass. operates as a double N set 
between Melbourne and Bendigo. 
The trailing portion is detached at 
Bendigo and the front three cars 
proceed to Swan Hill to connect 
with the Mildura bus. 

Passengers travelling to Bendigo 
and between Melbourne and 


Bendigo do not have to reserve 
seats, as the trailing three cars 
(A-B-C) are unreserved. Passengers 
travelling beyond Bendigo can 
reserve seats in the leading cars 
(F-G-H). Snack bar service is 
available in car G. 

On Fri.26.11 the consist was 
N468-N16-N19, with N19 being 
detached at Bendigo. The train 
was full on departure and arrived 
at Swan Hill on time with over 50 
passengers. 


BENDIGO LOCO DEPOT 

VISITS: 

Sun.28.11: N457, T371, X32, Y138. 

Sun.5.12: N470, T409, X36, Y138. 

Sun.12.12: N471, X42, 7388, Y138. 

Sun.26.12: N464, T369, T388, X41, 
Y138. 


BENDIGO NEWS: The traffic 
pattern remains generally as 
previously reported. Considerable 
grain has been moved and sightings 
out of the ordinary are listed 
hereunder: 


Mon.29.11: $313-X44-10x VZMF- 
1ixVZMA (9003) discharging at 
Golden Square. X42-15x VHGF 
(9126) ex-Elmore at 16 42. G542- 
G536-39x VHGF (9186) ex-Piangil 
at 18 49. 

Tues.30.11: $301-T379-4x VHGF- 
5x VTQF-VLCX-10x VTQF- 
3xVHGEF (9080) at 17 48. T382- 
1402 and loading attached. 

Wed.1.12: G512-X53-26x VHGF 
(9126) at 16 25. 

Mon.6.12: G516-G538-36x VHGF 
(9126) at 19 00. 

Wed.8.12: G521-G512-23x VHGF 
(9126) at 19 03. 

Thurs.16.12: X32-T408-9x VHGF- 
VQLX*-2x VLEX- VT QF-26x VORF 
at 18 56. 

Sat.18.12: G526-G530-42x VHGF 
(9124) at 14 11. 
G540-G537-37xVHGEF (9123) at 
19 23. 

Sun.19.12: G537-G540-37x VHGF- 
5xVZSX (9124) at 17 35. 5x VZSX 
detached. 

Mon.20.12: G515-G524-30x VHGF 
(9124) at 19 10. 

Wed.22.12: G526-G534-39x VHGF 
(9124) at 18 33. 

Thurs.23.12: G535-X45-27x VHGF 
(9124) at 19 51. 

Fri.24.12: G530-16xVHGF (9124) at 
15 50. 

*First use of Superpak containers. 
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NORTH EAST — 
Strathmerton - Aibury 


SHEPPARTON NEWS: One of 
our younger contributors has moved 
to Shepparton and his sightings for 
the period October to December are 
listed hereunder. 

Fri.1.10: T396 ran a switch trip to 
Kyabram with 5x VOFX and 
returned light engine. It then ran 
to Dookie, returning with 
7xVHGF. 

Tues.5.10: T1379 to Dookie, returning 
with 1IxVHGFE. 

Wed.6.10: H4 to Dookie returning 
with 1IxVHGEF. P14 hauled the 
11 35 (9352) Shepparton - Dynon 
superfreighter. 

Thurs.14.10: T382-2x VOFX to 
Kyabram, returning with 6x VOFX. 

Fri.15.10: T374-2xVOFX to 
Strathmerton and returned with 
VOFX-VOCX. It then ran to 
Dookie, returning with 1lxVHGF. 

Sat.23.10: The 18 10 (8335) down 
Shepparton pass. consisted of 
A78-X38-N7. 

Mon.25.10: T402-14xVZSX to 
Numurkah and 4xVHGF to 
Wunghu, returning light engine. 

Tues.26.10: H4-8x VOFX to 
Kyabram, returning with 2x VOFX. 

Wed.27.10: T390-2xVOCX to 
Strathmerton, the return consist 
was VOCX-VOFX-4x VHGF- 
14x VZSX. N474-N452-N5 formed 
the 18 15 (8327) down pass. Both 
locos returned with 43 wagons on 
the 10 55 (9354) Strathmerton - 
Melbourne Yard goods. 

Thurs.28.10: H5-4xVZMF ran a 
ballast train to Cobram and return. 

Mon.8.11: N454-13 wagons formed 
9354. 

Tues.9.11: T382-2xVOFX to 
Strathmerton, returning with 
2xVOFX, it then took 3x VHGF to 
Dookie and returned light engine. 
A77-22 wagons formed 9534. 

Mon.15.11: N472-26 wagons formed 
9354. 

Tues.16.11: N474-13 wagons formed 
9354. 

Tues.23.11: T388-2x VOFX to 
Strathmerton and returned with 
2x VOFX. 

Wed.24.11: H2-8xVOFX to Kyabram 
returning with 8x VOFX. 

Mon.29.11: A78-25 wagons formed 
9354. 

Wed.1.12: T392-11xVHGF to 
Dookie, returning light loco. 


Thurs.2.12: H5-4x VHGF to Dookie, 
returning with 1lIxVHGE. 

Fri.3.12: T390-Pi4 hauled 9352. 
T396-9x VHGE to Dookie, 
returning with 4x VHGF. 

Mon.6.12: T369 to Dookie, returning 
with 9x VHGE. 

Tues.7.12: 1379-8x VOFXto 
Kyabram, returning with 8x VOFX. 

Wed.8.12: T388-10xVZSX for 
Numurkah, 2x VOFX for 
Strathmerton and 9xVHGEF for 
Cobram. Returned with 2xVOFX. 

Thurs.9.12: 1392 to Cobram, 
returning with 9xVHGF. 

Fri.10.12: HS to Numurkah, returning 
with 10xVZSX. 

Mon.13.12: N473-H1-21 wagons 
formed 9354. 

Tues.14.12: X32 ran an extra goods 
ex-Mooroopna. 

Wed.15.12: T379-14x VHGF to 
Dookie, returning light loco. X31 
ran an extra goods ex-Mooroopna. 

Thurs.16.12: X41-X42-N13 formed 
the 08 10 (8307) down pass. 
X42-T379 formed 9352. 
X31-4xVHGEF arrived at 13 00, ex- 
Murchison East. X31 then ran light 
loco to Dookie, returning with 
14x VHGF. X31-18x VHGF then 
departed for Portland at 17 00. 

Fri.17.12: T396-8x VOFX to Kyabram, 
returning with 8x VOFX. 

Tues.21.12: T396-12xVHGEF to 
Dookie, returning light loco. 
X40-A78-N13 formed 8307. 
X40-T402 ran 9352. 
1T396-2xVOCX to Strathmerton, 
returning with 2x VOCX. 

Wed.22.12: A78-X45-N19 formed 
8307. X45-T396 ran 9352. T371 to 
Dookie, returning with 12xVHGF. 

Thurs.23.12: T382-VOFX to 
Strathmerton, returning light loco. 
A69-A78-N17 formed 8307. 
AG60-H2 ran 9352. 

Fri.24.12: N465-A85 ran 8307. 
A85-H5 ran 9352. 

Wed.29.12: H5 to Dookie, returning 
with 5x VHGF. X42-T392 ran 9352. 

Thurs.30.12: T388 to Dookie, 
returning with 5xVHGF. A85-H5 
ran 9352. 

Fri.31.12: H5-8x VOFX to Kyabram, 
returning with 8x VOFX. A85-T388 
ran 9352. 


MANGALORE: On Wed.15.12 
three Goulburn Valley trains passed 
Mangalore in the space of two 
hours. The 01 10 (9353) Tottenham 


Yard - Strathmerton goods with 
X32-T379, went through at 08 55, 
about 5 hours late, the 08 10 (8307) 
down Shepparton pass., hauled by 
A60, on time at 09 30 and X31 
hauling a special down grain train at 
10 34. 

In all the doom and gloom of 
reduced or axed services, the 
Shepparton - Dynon (9352) 
superfreighter is appearing to be a 
winner. Initially, it began with little 
or no loading upon commencement 
on 2 August 1993, but by December 
it had grown to a double set of 
container flats hauled by the T-T, 
T-H or T-P combination. 
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Mon.13.12: X49-S310-A79. Down 
pass. at 13 22. 

Tues.14.12: A79-X49-S310. Down 
pass. at 13 20. 

Wed.15.12: X49-N453. Up pass. at 
08 46. 

Fri.17.12: X45-A71-N457. Down pass. 
at 13 22. 

Sat.18.12: N455-X52. Up pass. at 
08 42. 


ALBURY: Observations as follows: 
Wed.17.11 between 00 01 and 05 00: 
= 4896 yard pilot. 

™ 8178-8179-29 wagons arrived on a 


north-bound goods at 00 30 and 
departed at 00 35. 


Increased loading has required the regular use of X class locos on the 11 35 
(9352) up Mooroopna superfreighter. On Thurs.16.12.93, X42-T379 
combined to haul No.9352 seen here at Broadford Peter Foote 


With the fruit season approaching, 
the power has been upgraded by 
substituting an X for one of the T 
class. The X class is taken from the 
down Shepparton pass., which 
arrives at 10 28. 

The Albury pass. are still used for 
loco balancing purposes. Sightings at 
Mangalore have been: 

Wed.1.12: X32-N466. Up pass. at 

08 40. 


Thurs.2.12: A77-X38. Down pass. at 
13 18. 

Mon.6.12: N471-A78-X53. Up pass. 
at 13 20. 

Tues.7.12: $313-X48. Down pass. at 
13 22. 

Fri.10.12: X53-X49-A71. Down pass. 
at 13 20. 


= 8174-33 wagons departed on a 
south-bound goods at 01 00. 


= Y137-empty V/Line cars for the 
06 20 (8304) up pass. arrive at 
01 25. 


= X32 arrived with the empty broad 
gauge steel (9308) at 02 55. 


= G523-12 wagons arrived on a 
south-bound goods at 03 35, 
departing at 03 42. 


= C504-8167-25 wagons arrived on a 
south-bound goods at 03 54, 
departing at 04 04. 


= Melbourne Express consist was 
8168-SBH2249-RDH2239- 
BHA2227-ODS2260-NDS2282- 
RMS2359-BCS2356-LAN2377- 
FAM2384-PHA2395. 


Tues.23.11: 


= XPT to Sydney, XP2018- 
XDH2113-XF2211-XD2218- 
XDR2157-XF2203-XL2228- 
XAM2177-XP2000, arrived Albury 
16 late. 

Wed.24.11 between 00 01 and 04 00: 

= 4834 yard pilot. 

= 8176-8179-26 wagons departed on 
a north-bound goods at 00 30. 

= G519-8180-34 wagons departed on . 
a north-bound goods at 00 38. 

= G523 departed on a south-bound 
goods at 00 55. 

= Y137-empty V/Line cars arrived 
01 50. 

= X46 arrived with the empty broad. 
gauge steel at 02 15. 

= G525-15 wagons departed on a 
south-bound goods at 02 55. 

= G518-37 wagons on a north-bound 
goods arrived at 03 20. 

= XPT to Melbourne, XP2004- 
XAM2178-XL2232-XM2209- 
XDR2151-XM2206-XF2204- 
XDH2112-XP2003, departed 18 late 
at 04 12 and arrived Melbourne 11 
late at 07 11. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


MANGALORE: Very little unusual 
traffic is seen on the standard gauge. 
The only sightings of interest at 
Mangalore have been: 


Wed.1.12: G517-X39. Down light 
locos at 09 16. 

Fri.10.12: G518-8166-C504. Up goods 
at 07 20. 

Fri.31.12: C504. Up goods at 08 06. It 
is rare to see a single C class on 
standard gauge work. 


LAST MELBOURNE EXPRESS: 
The recorded consist of the last 
Melbourne Express, which departed 
Sydney on Sat.20.11 was: 8171-G518- 
PHN2363-LAN2348-BCS2357- 
NAM2335-NAM2340-FAM2385- 
FAM2384-LAN2377-BCS2356- 
RMS2359-NDS2286-NDS82282- 
ODS2260-BHA2227-RDH2239- 
BHA2220-SBH2249. 


LAST SYDNEY EXPRESS: The 
recorded consist of the last Sydney 
Express, which departed Melbourne 
on Sun.21.11 was: G517-G518- 
SBH2249-BHA2220-RDH2239- 


: BHA2227-ODS2260-NDS2282- 


NDS2268-RMS2359-BCS2356- 
LAN2377-FAM2384-FAM2285- 
NAM2335-NAM2340-BCS2357- 
LAN2348-PHN2362. 
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P16 is about to haul empty hoppers from Spotswood to the sand siding near Lang Lang on Sat.18.12.93 Jeff Bounds 


XPT NEWS: The following consists 
have been sighted: 


= Tues.23.11: XP2000-XAM2177- 
XL2228-XF2203-XR2157-XD2218- 
XF2211-XDH2113-XP2018. 

@ Thurs.25.11: XP2008-XAM2175- 
XL2229-XD2207-XDR2153- 
XD2214-XD2221-XFH2106- 
XP2015. 

m Sat.27.11: XP2004-XAM2178- 
XL2232-XD2215-XDR2151- 
XM2205-XF2204-XDH2112- 
XP2017. 

= Mon.29.11: XP2006-XAM2179- 
XL2230-XF2201-XDR2152- 
XD2223-XD2222-XFH2109- 
XP2001. 


The cars used on the overnight XPT 
are a standard seven car consist and 
cannot be altered to meet demand. 
However, they represent the best 
value for money, as when the cars 
are refurbished, all seats, both first 
and economy class, will be the same. 

The fares for travel are the same 
as on the previous loco-hauled 
express, $135 sleeper, $79 first class 
and $49 economy. Passenger tallies 
have been quite high, with most 
services booked out, thus competing 
well with road and air on the Sydney 
corridor. 

The train is staffed between 
Melbourne - Albury by a PTC driver 
and PTC conductors and catering 
staff. Countrylink staff crew the train 
north of Albury. 

The seven car consist is outlined 
as follows: 


XP: Power Car. 

XAM: Car A: Deluxe sitter/sleeper. 
18 berths or 27 seats. 

XL: Car B — First sitter with 56 seats 
and luggage storage. 

XF or XD: Car C — First sitter with 
56 seats. 

XDR: Car D — First sitter with 21 
seats and buffet. 

XM/XD/XF: Car E and F — 
Economy sitter with 68 seats. 

XDH/XFH: Car G — Economy sitter 
with 52 seats and luggage storage. 

XP: Power Car. 


Carriages in the XPT fleet are all 
undergoing refurbishment. Some 
that operated as economy cars are 
the former un-refurbished first class 
cars, i.e. those coded XF and XFH. 

TDS2247: This spare carriage, 
which had spent most of 1993 
stabled at the standard gauge dock at 
Spencer Street as a standby for 
failures or extra holiday loading, was 
returned to Sydney on Mon.1.11. 

On Sun.7.11 it was sighted on the 09 
14 Moss Vale pass. ex Sydney. The 
consist also included former Southern 
Aurora powervan PHN2363 and all 
three MHN vans, MHN2364- 
MHN2365-AHO2366. 


SOUTH EAST — 
Warragul - Sale 


SALE: During November, ticket 
sales and cleaning etc. were 
transferred from the PTC to Dysons 
Bus Services. Operation of all safe- 
working was transferred to the 


driver-in-charge and passenger trains 
from Melbourne operated with 
V/Line conductors. No snack bar 
service was available. 


N sets operate most, if not all, 
Sale passenger trains. Dysons operate 
connecting bus services beyond Sale 
to Bairnsdale, Orbost, Canberra and 
Narooma. 


Passenger tallies on the Sale trains 
have remained high, despite the 
downgrading of the service, i.e. no 
buffet car and the necessity to 
change modes of travel. 


Observations at Sale have been 
recorded as follows: 


Wed.10.11: The 07 51 (8407) down 
pass., N451-N1, arrived with about 
80 passengers. This train formed 
the 13 30 (8432) up pass. and this 
departed on time, also with about 
80 passengers. 

Thurs.11.11: The 18 23 (8431) down 
pass., A73-N13 arrived with over 
100 passengers. 

Fri.12.11: The 07 15 (8412) up pass., 
N452-N13, departed with about 50 
passengers. 

Mon.22.11: 8431, N466-N13, arrived 
15 late, after being delayed at 
home arrival post B, with over 50 
passengers. 

Tues.23.11: 8412, N452-N13, departed 
with over 100 passengers. 

Tues.30.11: 8407, N453-N14, arrived 
with over 60 passengers and the 
return, 8432, departed with the 


same consist and over 120 
passengers. 

Wed.1.12: 8431, N461-N14, arrived 
with about 50 passengers. All the 
buildings at the station were 
locked and unattended. 

Thurs.2.12: 8412, A66-N14, departed 
with about 60 passengers. 


It can be seen that the loco from 
8431 is not the same for the next 
morning’s up train. The loco off the 
evening pass. returns on the 22 00 
(9474) up Tottenham Yard goods 
with loading of containers and 
VLCX wagons. 

The loco for 8412 arrives at Sale 
on the 23 00 (9459) Melbourne 
Freight Terminal - Sale goods. 

The only parcels traffic conveyed 
on a pass. are Green Star parcels. 
Usually no D vans are in the pass. 
consist as there is sufficient room in 
the ACN van. 

Passengers can purchase 
refreshments from a caravan in the 
former parcels area of the station 
building. 

Dysons operates as station ticket 
agent at Bairnsdale station. Rosedale 
and Stratford are unattended and the 
Passenger Division of V/Line 
operates Traralgon, Morwell, Moe 
and Warragul stations. 

The name Gippslander no longer 
appears in public rail timetables. 

Sale Freightgate has a rail tractor 
on site. 
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OPERATIONS 


WARRAGUL: On Wed.17.11 the 
09 19 (4014) up Warragul pass. was 
held at the down end of Longwarry, 
at the end of the double line, from 
09 35 - 09 40. With the signals out at 
the Bunyip River bridge it ran wrong 
line from Bunyip -Pakenham and 
then switched to the up line at the 
down end crossover. 

There were many and varied track 
machines at work on the up line 
between Nar Nar Goon and 
Pakenham. 

The train waited at Garfield whilst 
two passengers ran around to the 
down platform. 

The 13 33 (8415) down Sale pass. 
was held at Pakenham until the 13 00 
(8418) up Traralgon pass. arrived, 
having run wrong line from Bunyip. 

At this stage the track machinery 
was in the Garfield area and the 
train arrived 13 late at Warragul. 

On Tues.7.12 the 06 00 (8406) up 
Traralgon pass. collided with a semi- 
trailer at the Cemetery Road level 
crossing, on the down side of 
Trafalgar. Buses were used until 
10 50 and a train of empty cars, 
N-N-Z set-van left Warragul at 
12 09. 

On Tues.21.12 the 15 45 (8421) 
down Traralgon pass. consisted of a 
5 car Z set instead of the usual 4 car 
set. It arrived 15 late at Warragul at 
17 38. The 17 44 (4891) down 
Warragul pass. arrived 18 late at 
19 43. 


a: 


T402 arriving at Bittern on a Stony Point to Frankston service. Wed.8.12.93 John Dennis 


METROPOLITAN 


LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAINS: 


07 10 (9522) (M-Sa) Long Island - 
Tottenham Yard goods. 

14 45 (M-F) 14 20 (Sa) (9531) 
Tottenham Yard - Long Island 


block steel. 


9522 

15.11 $313-X54 
16.11 X41-X49-X44 
17.11 

18.11 X48-C506 
19.11 

20.11 A79-S313-S301 
22.11 C506-S301 
23.11 A66-X51-A62 
24.11 X44-X45-X52 
25.11 X44-X52 
26.11 

27.11 X31-S301-T369 
29.11 G526 

30.11 X40-X43-X52 
1.12 A70-X49-C508 
2.12 G540 

3.12 

4.12 A60-X49 

6.12 G530 

7.12 A71-X51-X49 
8.12 $313-X46-T392 
10.12 

11.12 X49-X53-A71 
13.12 G524 

15.12 A79-X46-S310 
16.12 G538 

17.12 

18.12 N457-X45-A71 


9531 
$313-X54-S301 


C506-X48-S313 


G516-C506-X44 
G529-S301-C506 
G539-C507 


X52-X45-X44 


G534-G538-X49 
G526-X49 
G526-X49 


G540-C507 


G537-X48 
G530-X48 
G530-X48 
G538-X48 
C509-C507-X48 
X51-S301-X48 
G524-X48 
G534-X48 
G538-S$313 


X36-X43-S313 
G529-S313 
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ROLLINGSTOCK 


A monthly update of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


LOCOMOTIVES 


A CLASS: With the advent of DOO 
on the Bendigo and Geelong pas- 
senger trains and the requirement for 
HEP, this class is now rarely seen on 
either of the two lines. 


A class now mainly operate on the 
Traralgon local commuter trains, the 
Ballarat line and in conjunction with a 
powervan, on the Sunbury, Bacchus 
Marsh and Kyneton services. 


They also serve on the Ararat, Shep- 
parton and West Coast Rail lines. 


As Sprinters come on line and DOO 
is further implemented, the appear- 
ance of a non-box cab loco on pas- 
senger trains will soon become a rarity. 


P CLASS REPAINTS: P13 by 10 
October 1993, P19 by 30 November, 
both at Ballarat Workshops. As at 
1 December, P11, P12, P13, P14, P15, 
P17, P18, P19, P20 and P23 had been 
repainted. P17 appears to have only 
been either touched up or lacquered, 
similar to A62. 


T CLASS: T403 was forwarded to 
Adelaide on 8 November 1993. It was 
third unit behind X53-C506 on a down 
goods. 


1367 was returned from storage in 
Bendigo on 12 November and several 
of the class, including 1363, were 
moved from Dynon to Newport 
Workshops by 1 December. 


A further two T class locos have 
been sold, one to AN for scrap and 
parts, the other to a tourist railway 
based at Wallaroo in South Australia. 


Y CLASS: Y173, used by APM Mary- 
vale, was at Dynon Loco on 17 October 
1993 for repair and maintenance. Y143, 
the standby loco, was utilised by APM 
until Y173 was returned on 3 
November. Y143 was sighted at Traral- 
gon loco on 30 November and was 
removed on 1 December. 


Y157 was retrieved from Jolimont 
Workshops by 29 November as those 
workshops have been closed. It was 
observed in multiple with Y124 at Tot- 
tenham Yard. Other Y class observed 
were Y169-Y171, Y113-Y118, Y115, 
Y129, Y161, Y163, the latter three 
shunting at Spencer Street. 


Y135 and Y156 were sighted at Gee- 
long and Y174 was undergoing repairs. 


RAIL TRACTORS: During Novem- 
ber the following were sighted. 


RT6: Morwell; RT24 and RT39: Traral- 
gon; RT31: Sale; RT43: Kensington. 

Several are stored at the Bendigo car 
sheds. 


SPRINTERS: No.7006 was delivered 
by 5 November 1993. 


CARRIAGES 


MURRAY: This former dining car, 
which was internally refurbished in the 
1980s to operate as a Club Car, which 
can also be used as a dance car, was 
repainted in corporate grey livery, dur- 
ing the latter part of 1993. 

The car was sighted at the Steamrail 
depot on Thurs.2.12 and was used for 
an excursion to Gisborne on Sat.4.12. 


GOULBURN: Goulburn and State 
Car 5 were attached to the 18 10 (8061) 
down Swan Hill pass. on Sat.9.10, 
returning on Sun.10.10. 

On Tues.16.11 they were attached to 
the 17 07(8133) down Ararat pass. and 
then ran as a special from Ararat - Hor- 
sham, hauled by N455. On Fri.19.11 
X32 hauled them to Ararat where they 
were attached to the 14 55 (8146) up 
pass. 

It was possibly on its last Vice-Regal 
train, as the replacement staff car, 
BRS228, was to be forwarded to Bal- 
larat Workshops for conversion. 

The car has operated on various 
Vice-Regal trains in recent years and it 
has also seen service on VR, STA and 
PTC management inspection tours, as 
well as memorable charters, including 
visits to Adelaide with R class a few 
years ago. 

The photograph appearing on p.342 
of November NEwsraIL shows the car 
in red livery. Subsequent to that 
photograph it was painted blue and 
gold and lately in grey corporate 
colours. 

It is thought Goulburn is most likely 
to be preserved for future charters. It 
is one of only two remaining non-air- 
conditioned cars in the V/Line fleet, 
the other being Wimmera, and one of 
only three wooden bodied cars, the 
other being 1BG, the ASW test car. 


ACZ258: Repainted and outshopped 
at Ballarat Workshops during 
November. 


BS217: In for repair. 


BRS223: Outshopped following 
repair. 

BZ268: Undergoing overhaul. 
BZS274: In for repair. 
OVERLAND ROLLINGSTOCK: 


Van CO2 was removed from service 
for repair and replaced by CP292 on 
23 November 1993. RBJ2 was returned 
from Ballarat Workshops by 10 Oc- 
tober 1993, having been repainted and 
internally refurbished, but had to be 
returned to Ballarat for further repairs. 


This left RBJ1 and RBJ3 in service, 
RBJ3 being the only sitting car to still 
have non-fabric seats. 


Twinette sleeper, Dorai, was out- 
shopped from Newport Workshops, 
following overhaul and repaint, on 
8 October. 


PCJ POWERVAN: PCJ492 was for- 
warded to Ballarat Workshops on 28 
October 1993 for repair. It was attached 
as leading vehicle on the 16 10 (8123) 
down Ballarat pass., hauled by A66. 


PHS POWERVAN: Prior to the 
cessation of the loco-hauled Sydney 
Express, powervan PHS2294 appeared 
at the former standard gauge motorail/ 
mail dock at Spencer Street. V/Line has 
purchased this and another powervan 
from the SRANSW, as their engines 
are similar to those in the grey PH vans. 


S & Z CARS: BS214 and BS218 were 
outshopped from Ballarat Workshops 
by 8 October. 

BZS271 and BRS225 were out- 
shopped from Ballarat Workshops 
and returned to Melbourne on a pass. 
on 15 October. 


BZS271 has been repainted and 
internally refurbished, leaving BZS275 
as the only un-refurbished BZS car. 

BZS274 and ACZ258 were sent to 
Ballarat Workshops on 13 October. 


S & Z SET CONFIGURATIONS: 

As at 19 October: 

Z51: ACZ251-BZ269-BRS224-BS207. 

Z52: ACZ252-BZ270-BRS221-BS203. 

Z54: ACZ254-BZS271-BRS230- 
BS210-BS214. 

Z56: ACZ256-BS213-BS215-BS204. 

Z59: ACZ259-BS212-BS209-BS8211. 

Z60: ACZ260-BZ265-BRS223- 
BZS275-BS201. 

Z61: ACZ261-BZ266-BRS229. 

Z62: ACZ262-BZS272-BRS226. 

Z63: ACZ263-BS217-BS216-BS208. 
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WORKS 


A round-up of News, Tenders and items from the Weekly Operational Notices 


OAK PARK 


This station was damaged by fire in 
1989. It has now been fitted with video 
surveillance cameras. Ticket sales are 
made from a portable building, on the 
up side, when the station is open on 
early shift. 

Local pressure is being applied to see 
the building repaired and it may be that 
a local TAFE college may undertake 
the task. 


SUNBURY 


The main platform building was re-fur- 
bished in late 1993. A new enclosed 
booking lobby and airconditioned 
waiting room has been provided, as 
well as new public toilets. 

Both up and down buildings have 
been repainted and the garden area on 
the up side has been landscaped by a 
local community group. 

All these alterations have retained 
the historic element of the Sunbury 
station building. 


KERANG 


The Borough of Kerang has re-opened 
the railway station for V/Line pas- 
senger business. The new SM/Muni- 
cipal Officer, Mr K McKinnon, has had 
27 years experience with V/Line and 
his assistant, Mr B Pengelly, has had 
24 years experience. 

The station is open 28 hours per 
week and provision has been made for 
telephone reservations and customer 
information. 

In taking the initiative to re-open 
the station as an operating business, 
rather than a static museum, the coun- 
cil has not been encouraged in its 
endeavours by advice that it is liable to 
have to pay about $1000 for travel 
agency fees. 


TENDERS 


The following tenders have been called 

by the PTC: 

= Construction of new island platform 
at Narre Warren. 


= The production of a consistent and 
defensible standard on the pro- 
vision of gang protection for rail- 
way trackside gangs when they are 
maintaining both suburban and 
country rail lines. 

=" General building maintenance 
throughout the metropolitan dis- 
tricts. 


EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST 


The following have been called by 
the PTC: 


= For consultancy services, public 
transport corporation planning co- 
ordinator. Implementation of the 
reform restructuring programme of 
the Infrastructure Division. 

=" For consultancy services, public 
transport corporation manager, 
external contracting. Provision of 
commercial expertise and guidance 
in the establishment of an external 
contracting group. 


X45 on No.9154 up Dimboola goods collects empty briquette wagons at Stawell. 16 30, 
Tues.10.8.93 Gavin McLaughlan 
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'TAILDISC 


Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


QUOTABLE QUOTE 


‘I imagine many drivers, at some stage 
in their career, have experienced that 
awful feeling of tightening stomach 
muscles as they start to wonder 
whether they really are in charge of 
the loaded grain train trying to bolt 
down Macedon. 

Speed perfectly stabilised at 45 mph, 
brake pipe needle stabilised on zero, 
but of course it will pull right back on 


ODD SPOT 


Ce ee ee 


the rise through the station, (stomach 
muscle tightens two notches) I think. 

On a flat top T your mate can’t see 
the blood drain from your face, a quick 
peep over the top of the console to see 
him there as cool as a cucumber. 

He’s only been on the job three 
weeks, why should he worry? 

Give him six months and he'll be 
chewing the bars off the window too’ 


M Kavanagh 


In 1991, Australian National contracted Morrison Knudsen, Whyalla, to 
rebuild the CL class locomotives into the new CLF and CLP class, saying that 
the railway workshops either didn’t have the technology or were prevented 
by licensing arrangements from rebuild work. 


In 1993, Morrison Knudsen sub-contracted this work back to AN’s Port 
Augusta Workshops, because they did not have either the skills or the 


capacity. 


N466 hurries through Wail with an up Dimboola pass. on Tues.6.7.93 
Graham Withers 


CORRECTIONS 


p.368: Gordons was opened as part of 
a Warrenheip - Ballan branch, not as 
part of a through line to Melbourne. 
The branch was connected with the 
Bacchus Marsh branch at a later date. 

p-384: The locos are wrongly identified 
in the photo caption. Locos were 
P12-P15-P16-X45. 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION 
YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted 
classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Railway and Tramway books, parcel stamps, 
tickets, badges, special trip covers, postcards, 
letter fee stamps and much more!! Write for 
your free list of offers from Stafford 
Stamps, Box 73, Kew East, 3102. 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections 
of books and magazines on railways. We are 
interested in American, British and Australian 
Railways. We also have lists available of 
books and magazines we have for sale in the 
shop. For a list please send a SSAE to Train 
World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 596 6342. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block 
letters, include full name, address and phone 
number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. 
Send to Advertising Manager, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements 
is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are 
advised to read the Advertising Conditions before 
placing any advertisement as they contain an 
indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are avail- 
able on request. 

Charges: Normal rate $2 per line per month. 
Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per 
month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 
4 lines per month. 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division? 


Write to the 


Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, 
G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 


BRANCH LINE 


The Great Railway 
“Swap Meet” 


Oe eee ee ee 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 596 6342 
Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 


Where you almost certainly will find some of the 
following: 


Books and Magazines, Number plates and Builders 
plates, Photographs, Posters and Drawings, Video tapes 
and Rail films, Models and Modelling items, Records 
and Audio tapes, Items of Railwayiana, Bits and pieces 
to suit all gauges from N to 1600 mm (5 ft 3 ins), Tickets 
and Timetables, Pre loved Audio and Video recording 
equipment, Cameras and etc... :! 


10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 
Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


Wels NOUNS SED 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


Mantin’s Model Train Supplies 


READY TO RUN LOCOS AND ROLLINGSTOCK 

Kits, Tools, Accessories, Starter Sets, Baseboards 

and Modules, Mail Order, Collections bought and sold. 
Ample free parking. 

29 Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 

Phone and Fax (03) 841 8089 


ADMISSION IS FREE! 


SATURDAY, 19 FEBRUARY 
11 a.m. — 8 p.m. 


The Swap Meet will be held in the hall of St. Andrew’s 

Uniting Church, Gardiner, in Malvern Road, close to the 

junction with Burke Road. This is right on the route of the No 

72 tram (stop 47) and only a short walk from the Gardiner 

railway station. It is also just a stone’s throw from the Burke 

Road junction of the South-Eastern Arterial, if you are 
travelling by car. Melway map 59, H7. 


THE 40 Market Street Telephone 
RAILFAN Melbourne, Victoria (03) 621 2238 


SHOP Ausiralia 3000 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 
Australia and overseas. 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 

We stock @ Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
e Powerline Models 
e@ Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 
® Roco Railways 

e Lima Railways HO and OO scales 

e 

@ 

e 

e 


cs 


~ 3 


os 


~~ 
cos 


SS 
cos 


qs 


oS 


( 


Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies, Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 


We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, Mastercard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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